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Season of festivals has begun. We foresters at the academy
celebrate this array of festivals in our own ways! The bubbling
batch of young foresters brought a lot of cheers to the campus
with a great deal of sport and activities. Volleyball league
matches and energetic stage performances to pay respects to
the lord of intellect — Ganesha, marked beginning of these
festivities. Celebrations of wild life week in the beginning of
this month is full of activities and experiences. Veteran forest
officer at a ‘young age of eighty’, Shri. V. T. Patki, with his
presence in the academy and his regular participation in all
the activities brought encouragement and energy to the
trainees. The center of excellence for Human Wildlife
interface and conflict mitigation hosted a session by Shri.
Shatanik Bhagwat on the sensitive topic of electrocution
being used for wildlife poaching. More than 120 participants
benefitted from his field experience. The academy hostels full
of participants and running at the full capacity this month
brought a lot of activity in the campus. We at Chandrama look
forward to host IFS officers throughout the country for the
upcoming trainings at the academy this month. An emotional
sendoff to our former director Shri. Maheep Gupta and with a
new leader Shri. M. S. Reddy, as director to lead us further, we
await more opportunities to learn!

- Team Chandrama
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Prevention of Wildlife poaching due to electrocution - Shatanik Bhagwat

A session was organized under the aegis of the center
of excellence for human wildlife interface and conflict
mitigation on the sensitive topic of electrocution. Around
120 field officers including RFO trainees and Round
Officers from Forest Development Corporation of
Maharashtra (FDCM) participated in the session.
Various technicalities and ways to avoid electrocution
were discussed in the session. Since the people being
trained were the filed officers, inputs from this
interaction will be useful for prevention of such cases and
better vigilance. Shri. Shatanik Bhagwat, DM having
great deal of experience in dealing with such cases was
the resource person and the audience benefited from this
session immensely. Some of the excerpts from the
session are as follows... Man has evolved faster than any
other animal, and accidents are inevitable if the speed
increases indefinitely. We have witnessed many such
accidents and electrocution is one of them. Human
needs lead to the discovery of electricity which soon
turned into luxury and desire. Wildlife poachers started
exploiting the lethal effect of this electricity. There are
two ways electricity is used for poaching. Electric fences
are placed around the farm to prevent wild animals from
raiding the crops. When a wild animal dies due to the
fence, its flesh is consumed and sold, also in fact, safe
'electrical / solar fences' have been developed for this
purpose but are not used due to several reasons. Another
extreme and commercial form of electrocution is the
hunting of wild animals by placing live electric wires in
their habitat. From household electrical line to very high

voltages of 11,000 volts are used for electrocution.
Animals with soft paws like tigers, leopards, bears die
instantly even from household electric shocks. When
exposed to very high electrical current, any animal dies
in a fraction of second. Poachers put a foot high wooden
pegs in the ground at small intervals in areas where
wildlife movement is common. e.g. grasslands,
waterholes, farm etc. A fine centring wire is tied along
with help of the pegs and an electric current is released in
the wire. All this happens after sunset. In the darkness of
night, if any wild animal touches the wire, it dies instantly.
Due to the fault in circuit, fuse blows out or switch trips.
Electric supply stops. This signals the poachers and they
search along the wire for the dead animal. The animal is
disposed off, the wire is wrapped and hidden; till next
chance when hunting is practiced at night. It is not
uncommon that farmers or passers by losing life to such
electrical traps. Field staff of forest department risk their
lives to patrol the electrical lines to avoid such incidents.
MSEDCL also supports them. But if a person becomes
wiser, such incidents will not happen. Safe
electrical/solar fence should be used for agricultural
crops. Due to this, wild animals will not be able to enter
the farm. Crops will be protected and wildlife too will
survive. It is the responsibility of every citizen to prevent
such incidents of electrocution. Let us join together to
build an advanced, developed and responsible country.
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<gHEER B, e Yol yo wiwemomel sfwEdr geshen smRd.
TATHE aF HHAR] F6,HERTY I+ FEATAT AT qUa Hefi=n Amw
OIS PR e HOAT Seel, = TIE@ SR IS &l
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T &0 STETSTeR QY &I ; HRUT 7 S AT ST Ad gl
TEU[E Ht 9T e vegdia eveTn see e, farmeata s we
T, T =41 § ATEh0T HUATHIS! TG hild aidl. I TeeTies
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3 /4R Freht STyl o ARl iy T8 e SRR
SHTTATA 37T
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YR TS ST forer=n sifemmanet gare faem g
fag o e, Tefod UMW wye SR feReier amTeR
TECTC! Ik TS JehRICe Fe¥ 318, ol TERT eI STHOT
TedTes Ye31 el qives 31e e fad smeevm fordes (Axis
axis), gt (Rusa unicolor), @A (Boselaphus
tragocamelus), TAg®HX (Sus scrofa), s (Gazella
bennettii), =3rm (Tetracerus quadricornis), EACCir
(Antilope cervicapra) @ qurvereh ot e roTETSt @@
TRV 3UCTs 3. Al U ST AT 1R T STHTdie

Pl JAEG RS e A 7. e e
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Foame wies JgHl Therd ward. e srmaw foues wie
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e ST eIt JTET.

379 WA AR HBIA IR g1 STt Secien ard,
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YOS UHE USd BIdl. THhIG! THRI HEd T, T, e T
TREHE A1 TWad!. GIRAR AT TEon’ & fsshmft S 2.
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worry B GaU SIE IRl (Teh life jacket Ta- W1 B1!)’ AT
I T T S 6T ? & foa. .. I §1e hetselt @l 7, Tradl
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fisicames M 1eRE: Fhed B, Thed TRl WZarsaunt
T, IATAL. .. U IEHATAT AT diegl L R Feeid quT Tehlehs
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A7 37T foAR e GeAgeel Tehel hITETE ST Hdet!. IS
SHIVTEhHIUT AU ST SATIAT ShI0T SIT0T |

HTIHhISIAT T Teeet aX TehTd S, 0T Fuar Jurer =Tal,
U7 THA FASHa] e S, THIda] g shaart 3 & asfi=
IR, AR BIEEA I, @ TENR HYE. T4 Afed I 7l
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Giant Gentleman

A few years back I moved to the terai landscape there
[ had a few encounters with elephants, [ was on my way to
attend an elephant postmortem and one huge tusker
blocked our road for 2 hrs. Another time I was on a
regular camera check drive and we saw a huge tusker on
the other side of the road so I thought to take a picture but
in no time I found him running after our vehicle, I never
had such a close sighting before, so I shrivel with the fear
(there were many misconceptions)and trumpet call
brought me goose bumps but later elephant sighting
became common, one more time when I was staying in
old forest chauki after the midnight heard of elephant
entered in the premises and all night we could only hear
the breaking of branches and secret sharing in among
them through various vocalisation, from loud trumpet
call to the soft rumbling. But every sighting engraved on
my mind and my heart filled with joy. It took me a while to
recognize the tracks and signs of the elephant but later it
becomes fun to observe them indirectly. I must say every
elephant has a different personality, they are mischievous
animals, one can easily notice their presence around
when seeing broken branches of the trees, huge foot
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marks and smelly dung. They have a wonderful social life
and a matriarchal system where the oldest female leads
the herd and shares a strong bond in-between them, it's a
bit emotional when one sees mother and calf together,
they are just like a human. Elephants are Keystone
species, play an important role in seed dispersal and their
dung provides shelter and food to many insects.

But the habitat alterations and linear infrastructural
developments like dams, road widening, and channel
construction have threatened their population in the
country, every year 40-50 elephant death are recorded
due to electrocutions and poaching, and many calves get
separated from the herd. hence we need to save this
majestic animal for the well-being of humans. Chinese
folktales say "As long as the people believe in the
elephant's deep wisdom, the innocent have nothing to
fear," just like that if we protect the elephant we do not
need to fear about our future as they are a sign of
prosperity.

-Prajakta Hoshangabadkar
Wildlife Biologist, TATR
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BRI HeAT JaTE e THg, I, STATeRvIdie seet 313
Tehe TR & Jafl hid TTeel TAATH & TIEK Ueh 372 377,
T&ft T IR <aTd. WIATd AR QuR TS qaft Jeie
34 Seefl A1 §  SEIYAT TG AR TAeal e Jdrd. g
YTYEAT-Northern Shoveller, dhZl-Knob-billed duck, B
ATAG - Comman pochard, ﬁ%ﬁm— Tufted duck, dshdleh—
Ruddy Shelduck . aaés T 13IET=|0'I'C‘;EI—Bar Headed Goose % S
IdTd. I9=AT - Eurasian Spoonbill, e 3797 -Black-headed
Ibis, dd9X- common sandpiper, SehTeeI- Blackwinged Stilt, g
fergeT- Pacific Golden Plover, ${d- Gul Y TS qﬁ‘sﬁ
YT, THE T HEX- Indian Blackbird, figest Gsi- Western
yellow wagtail, IS e — Great White Crane T T&TRISE
qolqd HMUT- Marsh Harrier IR e q&ﬁ%ﬁ Idrd. HERTYTd
fafae yepr= srferame smEeaTe T wreraia verea fafae werm
TR hid.

¢ HATFAST 2033 T STk LT &t fe 2033 fearht
gt offH e SIGNUT (Light Pollution) 3TTa.

TR TGWUT (Light Pollution)-

T, SHEdREeh, et i shifies Aremmn gehife
SHIUATHTS] T TR AT HeAT STl & TEHT GLAHIS! Ao
M, T A, I A 3R GO (AT I HieHea IewH

RIS SheiT SITATd.

A=A St M SRR AT S dTed 3R, 3UE
FreruTTa 3 fegm et o1 &9 093 1 89 202§ Wia, Hhmien
TSaford sTediet TG rat 2.3 % dTe Sieielt 3R,

STERTYT IGHUTT=I SATAIA UeATeR ZIUTRT URUTTH -
YT STGe ST9ges HEfifeh STATeRvITd ATeehid Seat et

sttH=Ut gl
q&ti2ell Jlidl
TR AT TATARG T&AT=AT 3T TSATdidg o= JToier fordia
TROTTH STetT 3117,
TRTRT SIGHUT Y& S SGe] RIehd, ST TAATAL, =T ST
T HaTE e GHTAY BT, & <A1 TshaTehelTd UTdedt ST e
ol G <o IRomm d. T S HUm gt fowiva:
TRTST TR ST, JeheT SGH0T FRITeR Tardid g
JTRNd hid T feraford shtd, Somges veft sehrerm wrTa fbe
AT, THOTTHY =T 3oteT F13T ShHY hidTd SATOT =T ehal,
SRR 3T TuTETdeh TR BivaTEn wieht fmiv g, Teis o,
TR TGNUTG SHRAT ST 3ot Sieciedl drmyd gfaemea
THHS RGN U= G B 3718, [oRINd: Sl Sl &, g
Tehan uTeE STt iU T St SR Ied AT ST LA
g&ft JehTSITeRS TR iYd BrdTd.

TERTYT SNUTIERIet 3T~

ThTYT SGEUITRICT ST HE IUeTedl JTed. IGaunel, et
SfURITYh SEt T8d g SV ING BN AT T0ATT
TafeeT ATge T HUATETST IUTHHTSHT hid 3Tad. IT Jlecdl THE
FRTeRToT SUATETS] ST gET RO ST HATE Hed
HIOATETS! ATTicieh TR HRATS hedl ATged AT T HLOATHTS!
Torepftra sheft STTa 3ATRd.

SITTHeh TG ueht foam & weremana uaft ST @
srfeemaTe gl e AURRgd HOm ST SRR
T HIEH TR, A= STTfeeh THR T8 SAT07 SATd I T&=T
YSHTIUIR €ieh, T TR Haxd 1T T Haeq SHuarandt
AT TEehIATe TS ATHES T JTNeehd] TG IevaTd Hed
HOITHTS! B Teh JHTe HIEH 372,
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