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‘March rush’ has been a mandatory affair in the typical government system as such.
As the financial year ends, the entire machinery gets busy with meeting the ends
and reconciling the accounts. March is also the month of colours and spring.
Academy is no exception except for the fact that March has been a busy month
bussing with various activities and programs in the academy campus. One month
induction training of the foresters’ batch kept the campus live with the trainees
dressed up either in their khakis or in whites all the day right from morning six to
late evening. Various events that made the campus more colourful and vibrant
included the conference of all the field directors of various tiger reserves and Chief
wildlife Wardens from across all the states of the country. The event was hosted by
NTCA and TATR in the very campus. Two days training workshop organised for the
IFS officers under the MoEF & CC brought another experience and learning to the
organisers and the participants. The theme being Human Animal Conflict Mitigation
and Management, was discussed far and wide over the forum. Another significant
event was the visit of Judicial authorities including Hon. Judges from the High Court
and forest officers of various cadres for a day long workshop that had fruitful
discussions regarding the intricacies of forest laws and their implementation. Visits
and guidance by the Head of Forest Force, Shri.YLP Rao, and Shri.Vikas Gupta, PCCF
(Personnel) too made it all the special for the academy and its team, energising and
encouraging the crew. Trainee RFO visitors from the Kundal academy came in for a
day or two adding colours to the campus. A day long workshop for women staff and
officers and their get-together on the Women’s Day saw more than fifty ladies
foresters gathering in the campus. They took along with them confidence and self-
defence techniques at the end of the day.March at the campus ends with many
colourful feathers in the cap of the academy paving its way for the warmth of
upcoming summers and blossoms yettobe bestowed upon.
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Human-Wildlife Conflict Mitigation and Management

The acronym HWCM (Human Wildlife Conflict
Mitigation) has been in rampant use since last few years
as more and more incidences pertaining to strained
interactions between the wild and the so called civilized
are constantly rising. Various reasons as to why these
conflicts are on a surge need to be discussed with
reference to various scenarios. For example, with
respect to rising casualties in the Vidarbha region of
Maharashtra state due to tiger attacks, it has become
imperative to assess the reasons for growth in tiger
population and their dispersal outside the protected
areas in the human dominated landscapes in search of

unoccupied territories. Also abundance of domesticated
cattle as prey and honeycombed forests dotted by
intermittent villages and farmlands provide enough
space for hideouts and birthing of new generation of
tigersin the area. Same is the case with elephantsin the
central Indian landscapes and in some places in the
Western Ghats. Encroachments, buildings and
permanent fencings on the traditional pathways used for
migration by a group of elephants, changing cropping
patterns providing preferred food like sugarcane for
these mesmerizing giants, bring them close to the
human dominated landscapes. Leopards sneaking into
the 'rurban' and urban scenarios especially in and
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around perennial sugarcane crop, providing habitat
round the year has become huge issue in Mumbai and
western parts of Maharashtra. Straying of the Indian
Gaurs, poaching at the fringes and in the non-protected
areas, and many more interactions between the human
and the wild involve conflict and loss of human life,
assets and life of the wild animals as well. Keeping this in
mind, the need has arisen to understand, discuss and
find ways to mitigate this conflict at different levels.

Foresters, as first hand managers of the wildlife, deal
with many such situations in their professional
capacities. It is necessary to get them onboard to share
their experience and discuss and document the best
practices that can be followed throughout the country.
Human Wildlife Conflict Mitigation involves many
stakeholders. Local population in the affected areas,
their outlook, levels of tolerance and co-existence with

the wildlife in the area matters. Non-governmental
organizations also play an important role in influencing
people, crowd management and technical support in
few places. They also act as ground level informers and
rescuers due to their wide public reach. Hence
involvement of NGOs as stakeholders is an important
component for such situations. Policy level
interventions, specially in the cases of huge amount of
crop and livestock losses due to wild animals, assessing
and declaring few species as vermin, giving hunting
permits require adequate political will and bureaucratic
interventions. Hence the involvement of stake holders
too needs to be considered while discussing HWCM.

This training program aimed at having conversation,
inputs from field personas, experts and all possible
stakeholders on the issue to derive solid conclusions,
share best practices and implement them as required by
the field officers.
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